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A welcoming and international community centred around a devotional life rich in worship, prayer and music 

T h e  A n n u n c i a t i o n  M a r b l e  A r c h  

T H E   
B U L L E T I N.  

JANUARY 2017 

Every New Year brings a clutch of anticipated anniversaries. 2017 is no exception. 

For Christianity, it’s the 500th anniversary of the beginning of the Reformation. Historians who 
o!en like things clean and tidy tend to date the upheavals in the Western Church to when 
Martin Luther nailed his 95 "eses to the door of a chapel in Wittenberg, Germany on 31 
October 1517. "ese catalogued his grievances against the Roman Catholic Church. In time, 
other ‘Protesters’ (‘Protestants’) like John Calvin would raise their voices. 

"e Reformation was part of much wider social changes. "e growing middle class had the 
education and resources to develop and disseminate new ideas. "e invention of the printing 
press meant that bibles and literature could be produced in vast quantities. "ere would also be 
wars. "e scars of the Wars of Religion, 1524-1648 can still be seen in Europe today. 

Fast forward 400 years to 1917 and we commemorate this year the centenary of the Russian 
Revolution. Again, substantial historical forces were at play. An authoritarian regime could no 
longer hang on to power. World War 1 was changing the map on Russia’s borders. "e telegraph 
and photography brought ordinary people into touch with global events as never before. 

And then just ten years ago, we got smartphones. If TV and computers had changed the lives of 
my generation, then smartphones have opened up whole new vistas for those who are younger. 
With social media we can be everywhere and nowhere at the same time. 

What will the future look like? Who knows but I was taken aback the other day when a parent 
mused that his children would probably never learn to drive or own a car. When they are adults 
they’ll order a vehicle via their phone when they need one just like people order a Uber cab 
today. "e driverless electric vehicle will appear and whisk them o# to their destination debiting 
the cost of the journey to their account. 

"at’s the utopian view of history. "e dystopian one looks a bit di#erent.  In a world of mass 
unemployment caused by technological advance what will most people do with their time and 
how will they pay for their necessities and desires? History shows that cultural dislocation is 
accompanied by blood-letting.  

As people who have just celebrated the birth of the Prince of Peace, our vocation is clear. Peace 
and prosperity cannot be taken for granted. We have to make it happen – with the grace of God. 

Yours in Christ 

Fr Gerald 
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CHRISTMAS AT THE ANNUNCIATION 

On Sunday 4 December, the children’s 
choir sang under the direction of Hannah 
parry for the last time. It was an 
emotional day. Hannah started the choir 
at the beginning of the summer term in 
2013. Since then it has $ourished. We 
wish her every blessing as she travels in 
India and Nepal during 2017. 
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"e day a!er Hannah’s farewell, the 
Springboard Charity held its carol service. 
"is charity is supported by the hospitality 
industry. Local hotels play a major part in 
giving young people internships and a rung 
on a career ladder.   

Photo: Springboard 

Fr Victor Stock (former Dean of Guildford) 
preached a typically funny sermon that got 
many a laugh. For some in the congregation 
it’s their %rst time in church. A warm 
welcome from the Annunciation, the 
beauty of the building and the music and 
preaching that invites people to recognise 
that the Christian faith is about real life 
always leaves a lasting impression. 

Photo: Springboard 
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"e night a!er Springboard, the Annunciation hosted another carol service for a very 
di#erent neighbour. Wetherby School in Bryanston Square always packs out the church 
with boys and parents. In recent years, the music under the direction of Nathaniel Brawn 
has come on in leaps and bounds. It’s the biggest congregation of the year and the school 
generously gives the retiring collection to the church – over £1100 this year. 

Photo: Wetherby School 

On Friday 9 December, the Annunciation hosted the 
annual carol service for people who are deaf and deaf 
blind. It is one of the most moving services of the year. 
"e congregation has really stepped up to the plate in 
supporting this. We had a large hearing choir drawn 
from members of the congregation and others helped to 
provide and serve food and mulled wine. For many 
people who are severely challenged and have little 
money, the carol service at the Annunciation is a major 
social event and one that they will talk about all year. 
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Unfortunately, there aren’t photos of the other two special Christmas services: the church’s 
Traditional Service of Lessons & Carols which was held on Saturday 17 December and the 
Hampden Gurney End of Term Christmas Mass on Wednesday 21st. Su&ce to say that 
both were accompanied by wonderful music. As always Christopher Saward and the 
singers excelled in a repertoire that included both well-known and modern works at the 
traditional carol service. "e Hampden Gurney school band played with gusto and a fair 
degree of accuracy as they bade farewell to the year. 

At the birth of Christ, we’re told that the angels sang. 2000 years on and we’re still at it! 



SERVICES & EVENTS 
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www.annunciationmarblearch.org.uk @weannunciation groups/theannunciation 

5 FEB Sunday 5 February 
10.30am Parish Mass with the Children’s Choir 

Tuesdays 7, 21 & 28 February 
3.45pm Children’s Choir Rehearsals in church. (14 Feb is half term) 

7, 21 & 28 
FEB 

Miles has picked up the baton from 
Hannah Parry and began as the new 
director in January.  

Miles is currently a music student and has 
extensive experience as a singer in both 
church and youth choirs. From time to time 
he has sung in the adult choir at the 
Annunciation. So, he knows the score!  

We hope that Miles will be very happy at 
the Annunciation and we look forward to 
the children’s choir $ourishing in the 
future. 

MILES ASHDOWN: THE NEW DIRECTOR OF 
THE CHILDREN’S CHOIR 


